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Adult Education Notes

¥ Let’s talk about Emmaus (Abu Ghosh) today. We usually hear this Gospel just after the Resurrection verses
because it happened that afternoon. (It being the story of the two disciples walking and Jesus joining them
on the way there.) That’s where traditional Israelis will tell you it took place. There is also speculation by
some historians that other places could also be the “Emmaus” of the Bible.

¥ The Church at Abu Ghosh is called Our Lady of the Ark of the Covenant. There is a side chapel with an
altar dedicated to this. Carved in the altar front are Israelites carrying the Ark on poles and a statue of the
Immaculate Conception above it. This is the place where David received the Ark of the Covenant back
from the Philistines. Samson’s story took place not far to the southwest of here. Just below the church stee-
ple outside is a statue of Our Lady, arms outstretched, offering the infant Jesus to the world and in his
hands is the Eucharist.
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¥ So what is your ‘Emmaus’ journey? Where are you headed after Easter? We are the unnamed disciple with
Cleopas. We are one disheartened of the news of Jesus’s death. Then unknowingly He comes to us. Bits
and pieces start to make sense. Do the scriptures open your mind and heart enough to ‘burn’ with excite-
ment for Jesus’s word and the hope of His Resurrection? The hope that we thought was lost has been re-
stored now by Jesus.

¥ Jesus opened the scriptures to them and seemed to be going further and they bade Him to stay. Then He
does that thing He does-He took the bread, blessed it, broke it, and shared it with them and then disap-
peared. As Father said in his homily, “This is the second Mass recorded in the Bible, the first being the Last
Supper.”

¥ Just like at Mass-the priests says the words, He comes and He disappears. He is no longer on the altar-He is
again walking with us. We receive Him individually and we all experience the Lord in our own way and
are invited to go deeper into the life of the Lord so to go deeper into our own life.

¥ So what’s your Emmaus story? Can you see where you are headed? You can be assured Jesus is walking
with you wherever you’re going. You just have to listen close for His voice, contemplate it, incorporate it
into your daily life and look for His graces in the moments. You see Him? He is there. Trust in His
word. Live with joy and HOPE!




